SOCIETY FOR THE HISTORY OF ALCHEMY AND CHEMISTRY

AWARD SCHEME

The Society invites applications to its award scheme for 2013.  Two types of award are available: support for research by new scholars; support for the development of the subject.
Eligibility

Only members of the Society, both those in the UK and those overseas, may apply.  Members must be in good standing at the time of making an application, and, if successful, throughout the period of an award. 

Information on becoming a member can be found on the Society’s website at http://www.ambix.org/, or by contacting the Honorary Treasurer, John Perkins, 19 Nethercote Road, Tackley, Oxfordshire, OX5 3AW, shacperkins@googlemail.com.

The work to be undertaken, whether by new scholars or for subject development, must fall within the remit of the Society’s interests, i.e. be classifiable as either history of alchemy or history of chemistry.
Research by new scholars

This type of award is only open to post-graduate students (both masters and doctoral students) and those who have obtained a PhD within five years of 1 January of the year in which the application is made.  Awards of up to £1000 will be made to cover research expenses, including travel, accommodation, subsistence (at the rate of £20 per day, irrespective of the country in which the research is being done), the reproduction of documents, and library fees.  Applications may also include the costs of reproducing images for publication.  The scheme will not fund the purchase of equipment or course fees.

In addition, post-graduate students only may apply for the costs of travel to conferences and accommodation, but only in order to give a paper.  The scheme will not pay conference registration fees.

Subject development

Awards of up to £1000 will be made to support activities including, but not limited to, seminars, workshops, colloquia, lecture series, conference sessions, conferences,  exhibitions and outreach activities.

Operation of the scheme

The Honorary Secretary will administer the scheme, and applications will be assessed by a committee of the Society’s Council.  The committee will have a range of expertise covering alchemy, early modern chemistry, chemistry in the 19th and 20th century, and the applications of chemistry.  Decisions will be made at the summer meeting of the Council.  Applicants will be informed of Council’s decision by the end of July and the payment of awards, which will be in £sterling, will be made within a further month.

At its spring meeting Council will set the size of the award fund for the year in the light of the operation of the scheme over the previous year and of the Society’s financial position.  Council may also set priorities for the scheme at this meeting.  Council has made £5000 available for 2013. 

A list of award winners and the titles of their projects will be published on the Society’s website and in the newsletter.

Conditions of awards

All award holders are required to submit a 500 word report on their projects, together with a statement of expenditure and appropriate receipts, to the Honorary Secretary within one month of the end of the award.  The report will be published in the Society’s newsletter.   If no work is undertaken and/or no report is received the Society will require repayment of the award in full.

The Society’s support must be acknowledged in the published output and, where appropriate, in publicity material, e.g. for seminars, lectures, and exhibitions.

The Society reserves the right to make no award in any given year, should no appropriate applications be received, or if such applications as are received do not meet the required standard.

Notes for Applicants
Application forms should be obtained from the Honorary Secretary, Dr A.M. Roos anna.roos@history.ox.ac.uk.  Completed forms should be saved as a word document named with the applicants surname and initials, in the form SMITH-P-T, and sent as an e-mail attachment to the Honorary Secretary.  Paper copies can be sent to those who request them, to be sent by post to the Honorary Secretary at the Wellcome Unit for the History of Medicine, 45-47 Banbury Road, Oxford OX2 6PE.

Closing date:  31 May 2013.

8. Project description (see application form)
Where seminars, conferences, etc. are concerned please include the names of intended speakers, indicative titles of presentations, locations, intended audiences.

9. Timetable

Please specify your timetable, with dates.  Not more than nine months should elapse between the start and end dates.
10. Budget

Costs must be given in £sterling.  Please give figures to the nearest £.  Applications from outside the UK should state the local currency and the exchange rate that has been used to convert the costs into £sterling.

Please note that the scheme will not pay for equipment, course fees or conference registration fees.  Where research is being carried out away from home subsistence can be included at the rate of £20 per day, irrespective of the country in which the research is being done.
11. Other sources of funding

Please inform the Secretary if you are successful in applying for funding for this project from other organisations.

12. References

A reference is only required for applications for research grants.  It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure that the reference is received by the Honorary Secretary by the closing date.
