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Biographies of Materials

at the Crossroads between Natural Sciences and Humanities
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The overall purpose of this conference is to engage historians in a dialogue with materials scientists
in order to better characterize the hybrid life of materials as natural entities and social or economic
agents. The biographical metaphor emphasizes the singularity of various materials and additionally
favours narratives of the entanglements of environmental cycles (depletion of natural resources,
pollution) with human societies and economies.

Speakers:

Hervé Arribart, ESPCI, Paris, Bernadette Bensaude-Vincent, Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sor-
bonne, Loic Bertrand, CNRS, Etienne Anheim, EHESS, Paris, Michael Bycroft, University of Warwick,
Hasok Chang, Cambridge University, John R.R. Christie, Oxford, Ludovic Coupaye, University
College London, Stephen Johnston, Oxford Museum of History of Sciences, Derek
McCormack, University of Oxford, Marie Thebaud-Sorger MFO/CNRS, Mat Paskins, London School of
Economics and Political Science, Mark Pollard, Oxford University, Viviane Quirke, Oxford Brookes University,
Judith Rainhorn, Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne, Clément Sanchez, College de France, Frédéric Thibault-
Starzik, MFO, Simon Werrett, University College London

Convenors:

Bernadette Bensaude-Vincent, Paris | Panthéon-Sorbonne, John Christie, Oxford, Marie Thébaud-Sorger, MFO,
Viviane Quirke, Oxford Brookes University, Matt Paskins, LSE, Stephen Johnston,Museum of the History of Sci-
ence, Oxford

This is a free event, open to all.
To secure your place, please register: Eventbrite/Biographies of Materials




